We all know the results of the surgical treatment of cancer ?f the breast. They vary greatly according to the opinion ?f different writers, but, generally speaking, we may say that the results are very good (70 per cent.) in early cases, without involvement of the corresponding axillary glands, and rather Poor in cases with involvement of the axillary glands (20 per cent.). Every one of us will agree that there is need ?f some treatment other than surgery for cases which have already metastasised in the corresponding axilla or elsewhere.
If one thinks of the progress of the modern treatment of cancer in regions like the lip, the tongue and the cervix, one must admit that the radical amputation of the breast and of the chest muscles is rather an important operation to cure a small tumour which is still local.
I admit that the radical amputation of the breast by the brilliant modern surgical technique is quite a benign operation and that the organ resected at middle age is not of vital importance since it is no longer needed by the patient. But we will all agree on the fact that if the surgical shock is of minor importance, the moral shock for the patient is of primary importance. It is certainly true that a patient who has the choice between the two treatments : the radical amputation of the breast and conservative radiological treatment, will nearly always choose the latter. The point to know is whether the cancer therapist ever actually has the right to propose such a choice to a patient. It The second method consists in radiating the whole half chest comprising the supraclavicular region, the axillary region and the mammary region down to the last rib, in one large field (Fig. 2) We would conclude this study by saying that this radiological treatment of cancer of the breast is a promising one. The actual results are good enough to encourage us to continue our researches in this field. This treatment is, however, not so easy to undertake for it has to be done in institutions, and by men well trained in radiology. We consider, moreover, that a large part of the result is due to the associated medical treatment, which we strongly recommend to radiologists who wish to follow our method.
